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� Fourth Grader

Scored at the basic level on state tests

Is anxious when reading aloud

Is slow, inaccurate

Does not like to read

Likes to write stories

Seems to be making slow progress 

Has multiple interventions and supports
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I wunt to meat my dad’s dad. I never met him. I wunt to see wut he wus like.

I wud ask him wut he likes. I also wud ask him. Wut it wuse like loge a gowe.

Awthow I never met him. I stile know sum abowt him. I stile wunt to know mo.
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What does this information tell us?

What else do we need to know?

TAKE NOTES on your thoughts here.

Then, let’s continue on to see what data was gathered…
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Grade Level Realistic Goal Ambitious Goal

1

2

3

4 .85* 1.1*
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* from Fuchs, Fuchs, Hamlet, Walz, and Germann, 1993

Approximately 18 weeks of instruction from Fall to Winter benchmark measures
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DIBELS NEXT

Fall B1 Winter B2

DCS 206 (290)* 240 (330)

DORF 66 (90) 74 (103)

RTF 18 (27) 13 (30)

RTF - Q 1 (2) 1 (2)

DAZE 12 (15) 7 (17)

*expected 
benchmarks
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What does this information tell us?

What else do we need to know?

TAKE NOTES on your thoughts here.

Then, let’s continue on to see more data…
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/r/
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From Moats, L.C., Speech to Print, 2nd ed.

From Moats, L.C., Speech to Print, 2nd ed. 
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� Can you analyze these 
spelling errors? 

� What does this tell us 
about instructional needs?

Copyright Carol Tolman, Ed.D. 

Copyright Carol Tolman, Ed.D. 

?

10



11

Copyright Carol Tolman, Ed.D. 

What does this information tell us?

What else do we need to know?

TAKE NOTES on your thoughts here.

Then, there is one more piece of data to consider…
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CTOPP

Measure

Standard 
Score

Composite 
Score

Awareness

Elision 12 Phonological 106

Blending Words 10 Awareness

Memory

Digits 9 Phonological 94

Nonword Repetition 9 Memory

Naming

Letters 8 Rapid 85

Numbers 7 Naming
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Context 

Processor

Orthographic 

Processor

Phonological 

Processor

Meaning 

Processor

phonics

fluency

CTOPP:
Awareness___
Memory ___

WRMT:
Word ID ___
Word Attack___

CTOPP:
RAN ___

TOWRE:
Sight Word ___
Decoding ___

GORT:
Fluency___

TOWRE:
Sight Word ___
Decoding ___

Spelling

Screening / Assessment  
(all areas) GORT
Accuracy ___ Fluency ___
Comprehension ___

GSRT 
Comprehension ___

Writing Sample
(all areas)
_______

Context 

Processor

Orthographic 

Processor

Phonological 

Processor

Meaning 

Processor

phonics

fluency

Phonological Awareness 
instruction – core 
program, additional 
supplements as needed 
with focus on 
subphonemic features

Explicit, systematic phonics / spelling lessons 
with a predetermined scope and sequence

Infused throughout 
curriculum at all 
levels

Spelling

Read –Alouds: expository 
and narrative

Teach text structures, 
cohesive ties, referents

Themes, unit studies,  etc.

Vocabulary instruction –
direct, indirect, and word 
consciousness

Sight word work

Strong writing instruction  
supports reading comprehension
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for your time and attention today.

You truly can make a difference in the lives 
of so many students!

CarolCarolCarolCarol
Drcaroltolman@aol.com
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Sentences 

Words 

* Syllables 

* Onset-Rime 

* Individual  

Phonemes 

1:1 

 Graphemes 

(Digraphs, Trigraphs 

Vowel Teams) 

Blends 

Word Families 

Inflections 

Syllable Types 

Morphemes 

Roots / Affixes 

Word Origin 

Orthography 

Connect letters  

and sounds Teach letter names 

Presented by Dr. Carol Tolman 

Drcaroltolman@aol.com 

PHONOLOGY 

* Steps most supported by 
research in phonology to 
improve reading and spelling 
skills. 

Instructional 
Progression 
for Decoding 
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Spelling Error Analysis Worksheet 

TARGET WORD MISSPELLING PHONOLOGICAL? ORTHOGRAPHIC? Other? 

 
1.   rope 
 

 
rop 

   

 
2.  camp 
 

 
kap 

   

 
3.  kissed 
 

 
kist 

   

 
4. 
 

    

 
5. 
 

    

 
6. 
 

    

 
7. 
 

    

 
8. 
 

    

 
9. 
 

    

 
10. 
 

    

 
11. 
 

    

 
12. 
 

    

 
13. 
 

    

 
14. 
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  Dr. Carol Tolman 
 

Four Processing Systems 

Seidenberg and McClelland, 1989 
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